"That's all over now."
''There is one other thing, if you haven't already
thought of it: you know, I suppose" (Michel smiled
bitterly) "that she is older than you. That may amount
to no more than a slight awkwardness now, but later
on it may well prove a source of unhappiness,"
Michel's heart was heavy, but he answered firmly:
"It is a great misfortune, but it can't be helped."
"Again, are you quite sure you're not simply rather
dazzled by her? Catherine is a very charming girl; I
shouldn't dream of suggesting anything else. But she
has, perhaps, less of true beauty than what is called
la beaute du diablei and that soon fades. You see, it is
my duty to point out all the difficulties of the path
you have chosen. And, as I see it, hers is a nature
that may well prove to be less amenable than one might
suppose. Oh, I agree that with us she is invariably
charming; but, I assure you, I heard her answer her
mother one day in tones that revealed a very different
Catherine."
All this advice rather missed fire, however, since the
thing had already happened so long ago; and this
gave it a curious air of futility and unreality, even of
falsity, and emphasized the disproportion between the
words and the underlying intent. Besides, there was^
nothing his father said which had not at one time or
another already occurred to him, and not a single
danger among the many sedulously indicated that he
had not already frankly faced. He was irritated, too,
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